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Contact: Dr. Gina Cinotti, Chief School Administrator  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, December 23, 2016 

 

The New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) announced the 2016-17 Governor’s Educator of the Year 

(GEOY) Program. This new program integrates the Teacher of the Year Program with the Governor’s 

Teacher/Educational Services Professional Recognition Program to recognize the hard work of outstanding 

teachers and educational services professionals. This integrated program will: (a) increase the rigor of selection 

and the number of outstanding educators being recognized for their hard work and dedication; (b) streamline 

and improve processes for districts in selecting honored educators; and (c) create a more comprehensive 

program. Each school will nominate two individuals and then the teacher.  

 

Netcong Elementary School is proud and honored to announce its winners:  

 

Teacher of the Year 

Mrs. AnnMarie Evans, Special Education Teacher 

 

Educational Services Professional of the Year 

Mrs. Linda Tuorinsky, Instructional Aide 

 

Mrs.  Evans has been employed at Netcong Elementary School for 11 years as a Middle School Teacher. 

Currently, she services our special education program. She has developed a program that encompasses life skills 

and career exploration, all while infusing academic standards from our curriculum. Field trips to local business 

is a monthly experience. Business owners and Mrs. Evan’s students look forward to these field trips because it 

exposes everyone to new opportunities within the community. Additionally, Mrs. Evans’ created an 

entrepreneurial experience with her program, where students opened up a coffee shop for staff to purchase 

coffee and goodies twice a week. The money raised is deposited into a bank account for the class and they use 

some profits to buy coffee supplies. These examples are only a small part of how Mrs. Evans impacts our 

culture and climate of Netcong School. She perpetually sees the silver lining in all situations. She sees the best 

in all her students and provides them with a learning environment, both inside and outside the classroom, that 

encourages passion, confidence, and collaboration.  

 

Mrs. Tuorinsky has been employed at Netcong Elementary School for 6 years as our Instructional Aide. She is 

known to all as “Mrs. T.” The school cannot operate without Instructional Aides and we certainly cannot 

operate without Mrs. T. She arrives each day with a smile and is ready to work. Mrs. T is able to perform any 

duty assigned to her effortlessly and she goes above and beyond to leave things better than when she arrived. 

She is the perfect combination of warmth and discipline that our students count on and respect. She volunteers 

her time to greet students as they enter the building each day. Without question, she goes the extra mile to help 

students with projects, organization, assistance in all subject areas, as well as offer emotional support and a 

listening ear. The way she is able to foster a climate of mutual respect for both students and colleagues makes 

her the consummate professional.  
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Governor’s Educator of the Year Recipients, Mrs. Ann Marie Evans and Mrs. Linda Tuorinsky. 
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